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February serves as 
CTE Month across the 
United States. CTE re-
fers to Career and Tech-
nical Education, and it is 
a staple in our secondary 

offerings. We often talk 
about the Early College 
and Montgomery Cen-
tral, so this week I want-
ed to talk about our CTE 
programs and facilities. 
With the project that 
brought us MCHS, we 
also constructed a brand 
new building for CTE 
called the Joseph Reese 
Blair Career and Techni-
cal Education Center. It 
is a facility that is shared 
with Montgomery Com-
munity College, making 
it a training facility that 
provides very unique 

advantages for our com-
munity. There are a mul-
titude of programs and 
different classes that are 
going on during the day 
and evening hours. It is 
a crucial component to 
long range economic de-
velopment because our 
future workers will be 
trained here. Programs 
include Business, Draft-
ing, Firefighting, EMT, 
Health Sciences, Wood-
working, Automotive, 
Drones, Machining and 
Electrical Systems, In-
dustrial Systems, Weld-

ing, Culinary, Agricul-
ture, Phlebotomy, Nurse 
Aide, HVAC, Criminal 
Justice, Taxidermy, For-
estry, Early Childhood, 
Construction Trades, 
Hunting Sports Man-
agement, and Medical 
Assisting.

I often talk about the 
value of MCHS and the 
classes we offer through 
MCC in the Career and 
College Promise pro-
gram. Those classes 
tend to lead to 4- year 
colleges, and we know 
that is an important 

pathway and component 
for many families. How-
ever, all students may 
not want the 4-year col-
lege path. Others may 
want to enter the work-
force, thus an Associate 
Degree or specific CTE 
Certificate may meet 
their educational needs. 
The best thing about our 
offerings is that there are 
so many ways to pro-
vide our students what 
they want. Our CTE 
programs are no differ-
ent. Whether we are pre-
paring a nurse or a weld-

er, the classes they need 
for the job they want are 
available here. As with 
CCP, those upper-lev-
el college courses are 
free of charge to our 
families when taken in 
high school. There’s no 
need to pay later when 
students can do it now 
for free. No matter the 
chosen path, there is a 
way to accomplish it in 
Montgomery County. 

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

WELCOME TO MCS - Ashley Laughlin Dull, pictured left, is the Instructional Facilitator at Green 
Ridge Elementary School. She is a native of Asheboro, North Carolina, and has fifteen years of ex-
perience in education. She obtained her B.A. in English from Pfeiffer University and holds a Mas-
ters in Education in School Counseling from Liberty University. Her licensure areas include School 
Counseling (K-12), Mathematics (6-9), English (9-12), Language Arts (6-9), Science (6-9), and Aca-
demically or Intellectually Gifted (K-12). Her experiences include teaching middle school Language 
Arts and Math, teaching high school English, and being a school counselor at both the elementary 
and high school levels. She enjoys working with teachers and students to help provide them with the 
resources they need in and outside the classroom. She is a life-long learner and believes that each 
day is a new opportunity to learn something new. When asked about Montgomery County Schools, 
Ms. Dull shared, “I love the family feel of Montgomery County Schools. The support and guidance 
from all stakeholders are evident and allows our principle focus to be on the students in Montgom-
ery County.”

VITAL SIGNS - East Middle students practice 
taking vital signs during Mrs. Jocelyn Smith’s 
Health Science class. Pictured above, Mrs. 
Smith works with students on how to use a 
stethoscope.

RESUMES - Mrs. Jodi Cole McKenzie, above, arranged for students in 
her Health Science class to Zoom with a healthcare professional to learn 
about resume writing and interview skills. 

Career & Technical Education in Action

WHO SAID IT? - MCHS students, pictured 
left to right, Ismael Morales-Vera, Emily 
Calderon, Wyatt McCall, and Alan Persin, 
participate in the Black History Month “Who 
Said It?” activity at the Library Media Center.  
Students had to match 8 quotes to photographs 
of notable African Americans.  

RECOGNIZING HAZARDS - Mr. Kenneth 
Lythacum, Public Safety teacher, above, works 
with East Middle students to design building 
pre-plans. The pre-plans allowed students to 
develop a plan of what to do in case of a fire in 
a particular building.

FIND YOUR FUTURE - Daniel Kern, Woodworking Teacher, above, 
shares information about his Woodworking program during the Find 
Your Future event. The event provided families an excellent opportunity 
to tour the Joseph Reese Blair CTE Center and meet with teachers and 
instructors to learn more about the CTE programs. Information was also 
available about other elective classes, Career and College Promise offer-
ings, and MCEC was on site to share information as well.

PRACTICING SKILLS - Mrs. Casey Galloway, 
Firefighting instructor, above, observes fire-
fighting students practice removing victims and 
rescuing down firefighters during a fire. 

Celebrating Black History
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Graduation rate is a 
very important mea-
sure for any school dis-
trict. In 2010, 70% of 
our students graduated 
high school. Last year, 

94.9% of our students 
graduated from high 
school. That rate placed 
Montgomery County in 
the top 10 in the state of 
North Carolina. While 
increasing that gradua-
tion rate, we have also 
increased the rigor of 
the course offerings 
to our students. As far 
as courses, 62% of the 
graduates from last year 
had at least one college 
course credit when they 
graduated. A total of 
55% of graduates had at 
least two college credits, 

with 36 graduating with 
an associate degree, de-
spite the pandemic. We 
are committed in our 
Strategic Plan 2025 to 
have more than 95% 
of our graduates every 
year complete at least 
two college courses. We 
also want to see 100 of 
our graduates per year 
finish with an associate 
degree. While we still 
have some work to do, I 
know we will get there.

To be able to gradu-
ate that many students 
with a more rigorous 

curriculum takes a lot of 
work. The staff at Mont-
gomery Central High 
School, Montgomery 
County Early College, 
and Montgomery Learn-
ing Academy should all 
stand and take a bow. 
These people work tire-
lessly to reach our stu-
dents and to push them 
higher and higher. They 
work in teams to iden-
tify struggling students 
and to help them most 
when they feel it can’t 
be done. These amazing 
teachers let them know 

it can be done. They let 
them know that they 
can graduate and have 
a bright future if they 
work hard. It is truly a 
beautiful thing to see.

I am so proud of these 
amazing educators. I 
hope you are too. 

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

February Staff Appreciation Winners

100TH DAY CHALLENGE - Mt. Gilead Ele-
mentary 5th graders in Mrs. Anissa Gillis’ class 
were challenged to earn 100 reading counts 
points, read 100 books, and score 100% on 
their reading counts test.  

100 DAYS - Pictured above, 3rd grade Page Street Elementary students and Principal Mr. Jon 
Lachance celebrate 100 Days of Pawsomeness! 

Thank you to Badcock Home Furniture &more of Troy for sponsoring this month’s winners. 

MLA STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Ms. 
Alicia Legrande, above middle, on being recognized as the Certified Staff 
Appreciation winner from MLA. Ms. Legrande teaches science at MLA. 
She is a wonderful teacher and team player who constantly seeks ways to 
improve the classroom. In addition, Ms. Legrande is a student advocate 
and works with all students to ensure they are thriving. Also pictured is 
Dr. Ellis, left, and Dr. Amy B. Reynolds, Principal of MLA, right.

MCEC STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Mr. 
Blake Frazier, above middle, on being recognized as the Certified Staff 
Appreciation winner from MCEC. Mr. Frazier is the Physical Educa-
tion teacher at MCEC and a champion for all classes and models what 
it means to be a scholar-athlete. He is a valuable member of the MCEC 
family and volunteers to assist in any capacity needed because he genu-
inely cares about students and wants them to be successful. Also pictured 
is Dr. Ellis, left, and Dr. Heather Seawell, Principal of MCEC, right.

101 DAYS OF SCHOOL - Green Ridge Elementary celebrated the 101st day of school, Dalmatian 
style! Pre-K lead teacher, Ms. Jamie Johnson was Cruella de Vil. Teacher assistants, Candi Her-
nandez and Marquita Leake, and students were the Dalmatian puppies. Students participated in 
several 101 activities and Dalmatian crafts.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH - Samanta 
Aguilar Mujica, MCHS student, shares her 
painting, Every woman by Monica Stewart. 
The painting is in response to a project in Ms. 
Jennifer Pieczyski’s class to research the con-
tributions of African American culture to U.S. 
history and culture. 
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We recently conduct-
ed an audit of school 
safety for Montgomery 
Central High School 
at the direction of the 

Board of Education. 
From the very gene-
sis of the construction 
project, the Board has 
been involved in doing 
everything possible to 
make sure the design 
considered safety at the 
forefront. The audit was 
conducted by a gentle-
man in law enforcement 
who is specifically cer-
tified to perform school 
safety audits. His con-
clusion was that Mont-
gomery Central High 
School was the safest 

school he had ever au-
dited. Not surprisingly, 
it was also the newest 
school he had ever au-
dited. He noted that it 
was very refreshing to 
review a school that was 
specifically built with 
safety in mind. He did 
make some recommen-
dations that the Board 
has prioritized for com-
pletion. The recommen-
dations focused on bet-
ter signage and traffic 
flow safety. As far as the 
actual building, it had 

the security features one 
would expect in a mod-
ern school with a secu-
rity vestibule, cameras, 
motion detecting lights, 
integrated room to room 
communication, panic 
buttons, safety glass, 
and key card access 
controls as examples. In 
short, from a design per-
spective, Montgomery 
Central is constructed 
with student and staff 
safety as a priority.

Despite the latest 
safety protocols and 

design specifications, 
the audit does not sug-
gest that our school or 
any school is foolproof. 
As with any school, we 
are dependent upon stu-
dents and staff being 
diligent and reporting 
any safety concerns. We 
have long adhered to the 
mantra of See Some-
thing, Say Something. 
To date, that philosophy 
has been instrumental 
in identifying possible 
issues and helping us to 
work through them to 

keep our students safe. 
We are proud of Mont-
gomery Central, and we 
are proud of the job that 
the staff and students do 
there every day. While 
no school will ever be 
perfect in design or in 
practice, I know we 
have done all that we 
can do to make it as safe 
as possible. Our stu-
dents deserve no less.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

Pictured above, Esther 
McDonald, Aman-
da Thompson, April 
Daywalt, Morgan 
Miller Blake, Ashley 
Lynthacum, and Heath-
er Dunlap, teachers 
currently working 
towards their National 
Board Certifications, 
recently attended The 
North Carolina Center 
for the Advancement 
of Teaching (NCCAT). 
During their weekend 
at NCCAT, located in 
Cullowhee, teachers 
received facilitated 
support as they worked 
on their National Board 
certification submission 
components. They also 
collaborated with other 
teachers to share best 
practices. 
Heather Dunlap, MCEC 

teacher, recapped the 
experience, “While 
at NCCAT, National 
Board candidates were 
provided resources to 
support the completion 
of Components 2, 3, and 
4 of the National Board 
Portfolio. Candidates 
were also provided 
one-on-one mentoring 
sessions with current 
National Board Certi-
fied Teachers (NBCT) 
to receive individual 
feedback and ask ques-
tions. I also enjoyed 
having the time to work 
individually.” 
Esther McDonald, 
teacher at Star Ele-
mentary, shared the 
following about her 
experience, “NCCAT is 
a future National Board 
Certified Teacher’s 

dream. It provided me 
an opportunity to learn 
from NBCTs across the 
state on how to demon-
strate being an accom-
plished teacher. The 
mountains of Cullowhee 
set the atmosphere for 
total concentration on 
the components that I 
have chosen to com-
plete. The presenter, 
Heather Puhl, and other 
NBCTs provided their 
expertise during one-on-
one sessions where they 
assisted with complet-
ing forms, written com-
mentaries, and feedback 
on our videos.”
“NCCAT was a great 
opportunity for anyone 
working towards their 
National Boards Cer-
tification. It provided 
me with a dedicated 

weekend to work on 
components, ask ques-
tions, and get feedback. 
In addition, I was able 
to collaborate with other 
teachers in my field. I 
recommend it to anyone 
working on their Na-
tional Boards,” shared 
Morgan Blake, Star 
Elementary teacher. 
Amanda Henley, Star 
Elementary teacher, also 
found the experience to 
be valuable, sharing, “I 
was very appreciative 
of the opportunity to 
attend NCCAT. I have 
come away with valu-
able knowledge about 
how to complete each 
certification component. 
In addition, it was great 
to have time to collabo-
rate with my peers and 
continue learning!”

PACK is a mentoring 
program that will allow 
high school students 
to support middle 
school students in a 
small group setting 
with a predetermined 
curriculum. Mentors 
will promote positive 
behavior and choices 
while encouraging aca-
demic success through a 
peer counseling ap-

proach. PACK mentors, 
pictured above, were 
selected through an 
application process. 
They include: Nancy 
Arellano Jaimes, Lemar 
Bennett,  Annabella 
Buie, Alexander Clark, 
Tanijha Gaddy, Galilea 
Gonzalez, Makayla 
High, Scarlett Kelly, 
Rodney Lamonds, 
Sha’Keira Little, Sheyla 

Mortera-Delao, Brent 
Salazar Gonzalez, An-
naBelle SanJuan-Her-
nandez, AnnaJelle 
SanJuan-Hernandez, 
and Lani Williamson. 
Dr. Jack Cagle shared 
his support for the 
program, “Students 
hear the importance 
of making good de-
cisions and earning 
high marks from their 

guidance counselors, 
teachers, parents, family 
members, neighbors, 
coaches—the list goes 
on and on. But, to hear 
it from peers who are a 
few years older, I think 
it goes a lot further.” 
Mentors will meet twice 
a month with mentees at 
the middle schools. 

PACK - Positive l Attitude l Courage l Kindness

AFRICAN AMERICAN FIRSTS - Candor 
Elementary kindergarten students celebrated 
African American Firsts during Black Histo-
ry Month. From the first African American 
policeman Samuel Battle to the first African 
American Beauty Entrepreneur and millionaire 
Madame CJ Walker, students learned just how 
much America was shaped by the leadership, 
dedication, bravery, and drive of these famous 
and some not so well known people. Pictured 
above, Camilla Morales, shares what she 
learned about Rosa Parks. 

Celebrating Black 
History Month

Mentors and mentees during their first session 
at East Middle. 

Mentors and mentees during their first session 
at West Middle. 
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It is that time of year 

that we begin the regis-
tration process for kin-
dergarten and pre-kin-
dergarten. On these 
pages, you will see the 
dates, times, and loca-
tions for the various 
registration events all 
over the county. You can 
complete the application 
and bring your informa-
tion to any of the sites, 
not just the home school. 

Our friendly and courte-
ous staff will make sure 
you have all that you 
need to properly regis-
ter your new students. 
This is always an excit-
ing time of year. While 
we are preparing to say 
goodbye to one group, 
our seniors, we are pre-
paring to welcome our 
younger groups into 
the fold. From day one, 

we are focused on your 
child’s success. Please 
look over the registra-
tion information and 
make sure to go through 
this process as soon as 
you can. While we are 
happy to register and 
enroll children all the 
way up to the beginning 
of the school year in 
August, it is most help-
ful to us when you com-

plete that process early. 
Our planning for every-
thing from bus routes to 
meals to the placement 
of teachers and staff is 
highly dependent upon 
those numbers. We look 
forward to working with 
you and your child. The 
world awaits, and we 
look forward to showing 
your child the path to 
success that only Mont-

gomery County Schools 
can provide.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

Page Street Elementary 3rd graders re-
searched individuals to honor during Black 
History Month throughout February. Recent-
ly, they had the opportunity to showcase their 
projects for their families. They did a fantastic 
job! Pictured above Sarah Browning shares 
information on Mae Jemison. 

Celebrating Black History Month

Mt. Gilead Elementary 5th grade students in 
Mrs. Anissa Gillis’ class prepared Google slide 
presentations highlighting an African American 
figure. Their research was shared with the class 
on the new Promethean Boards. Pictured above 
Donell Yang shares his presentation on Maya 
Angelou.  

Star Elementary students have been study-
ing the Underground Railroad in the library. 
Each class made their own log cabin quilt and 
learned what each of the different patterns rep-
resents. Ms. Hannaford’s 2nd grade students 
made a quilt using the Bow Ties Quilt Patter 
Block pictured above. 

West Middle students in Mrs. Drake and Mrs. 
Parker’s class completed research projects 
for Black History Month. Students prepared 
display boards to share the information about 
influential African American figures. Pic-
tured above is a project highlighting Julius L. 
Chambers from Mt. Gilead. 

Mrs. Sabrena Moore teaches African American Studies at Montgomery Central. Her class aims to 
raise cultural awareness and highlight African Americans’ contributions and achievements. To help 
meet these goals, she applied for and received a $1,000 grant from Montgomery Fund. In the grant 
proposal, she presented a school wide Black History celebration. Recently, the school celebrated 
with performances from theater, music, dance, and poetry. Mrs. Moore shared, “I am proud of the 
students that participated and the teachers who assisted them in their preparation. Our first event 
was a huge success, exceeding all of my expectations.” In the future, her goal is to provide additional 
opportunities to showcase the cultural richness of Montgomery Central. Pictured above are perfor-
mances, left, chorus sings  “Lean on Me by Bill Withers” and right, the dance class performs a West 
African Dance.
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